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CONFIDENTIAL TAIPEI 8147 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, TW, US 

SUBJECT: ROC REACTION TO THE DESIGNATION OF CYRUS VANCE AS 
NEXT SECRETARY OF STATE 

REF:TAIPEI 8131 

1 . LOCAL MEDIA REACTION TO PRESIDENT-ELECT CARTER S 
DESIGNATION OF CYRUS VANCE AS NEXT SECRETARY OF STATE HAS 
BEEN VERY FAVORABLE, STRESSING VANCE'S "MORALITY" AND 
EXPERTISE IN FOREIGN POLICY. NEWSWEEK ARTICLE ON VANCE’S 
VIEWS ON US CHINA POLICY HAS ALSO BEEN WIDELY PLAYED AND 
HAS BEEN INTERPRETED IN THE PRESS AS AN INDICATION THAT 

THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION WILL MOVE SLOWLY AND CAUTIOUSLY 
ON THE QUESTION OF NORMALIZATION AND WILL PLACE GREATER 
EMPHASIS ON THE CONTINUED SECURITY OF TAIWAN (SEE REFTEL) 

FOR MORE DETAILS). 

2. GROC OFFICIALS HAVE ALSO EXPRESSED SATISFACTION WITH 
VANCE’S DESIGNATION, CHARACTERIZING HIM AS A WISE AND 
HONEST MAN. SO FAR MOST HAVE AVOIDED SPECULATION ON 
WHAT IMPACT HIS APPOINTMENT MAY HAVE ON US CHINA POLICY. 
MANY, HOWEVER. HAVE NOTED THAT VANCE HAS VISITED TAIWAN 
AND IS ACQUAINTED WITH GROC OFFICIALS. SOME HAVE ALSO 
NOTED THAT VANCE MET WITH ROC VICE FOREIGN MINISTER 
YANG HSI-KUN IN AUGUST, A MEETING WHICH YANG HIMSELF 
HAS CHARACTERIZED TO EMBOFF AS "HELPFUL". IMPLICIT IN THESE 
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ACCESSIBLE TO GROC OFFICIALS THAT SECRETARY KISSINGER 
AND THAT HE WILL BE MORE SENSITIVE TO THE TAIWAN ASPECT 
OF US CHINA POLICY THAN THEY PERCEIVE THE PRESENT 
ADMINISTRATION TO BE. 

3. THOSE OUT OF GOVERNMENT HAVE TENDED TO BE LESS 
RETICENT THAN GROC OFFICIALS, EXPRESSING GREAT INTEREST 
IN VANCE'S DESIGNATION. MANY HAVE EXPRESSED THE HOPE 
THAT VANCE WILL DEVELOP A CHINA POLICY MORE FAVORABLE 
TO THE ROC, POINTING TO THE NEWSWEEK ARTICLE TO SUPPORT 
THEIR VIEW. ONE NOTED COMMENTATOR ON US CHINA POLICY 
TOLD USIS BPAO TAICHUNG THAT THROUGH THE NEWSWEEK 
ARTICLE VANCE HAS ALREADY STAKED OUT HIS NEGOTIATING 
POSITION WITH PEKING IN ADVANCE BY SAYING THERE IS 
NO NEED TO RUSH TO ESTABLISH RELATIONS WITH PEKING. 

THIS, ACCORDING TO THE COMMENTATOR, IMPLIES THAT THE 
NEW ADMINISTRATION WILL FEEL NO NEED TO MAKE CON- 
CESSIONS TO PEKING BUT IS OPEN TO ANY CONCESSIONS 
PEKING MAY WISH TO MAKE. 

UNGER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: NOMINATION, PRESS COMMENTS, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 DEC 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: greeneet 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976TAIPEI08147 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760456-0239 
From: TAIPEI 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19761252/aaaabsuv.tel 

Line Count: 81 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 TAIPEI 8131 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: greeneet 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <24 MAY 2004 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <16 SEP 2004 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ROC REACTION TO THE DESIGNATION OF CYRUS VANCE AS NEXT SECRETARY OF STATE 
TAGS: PFOR, TW, US, HK, CH, (VANCE, CYRUS) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



